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Prayer of the Unborn 

 

We worship You, 

O Holy Spirit, 

And we rejoice in You.  We know 

No matter how strong the forces 

of death may be, we can still 

find in You the endless Source of 

life.  Renew that life in each of 

us, and make us worthy apostles 

of the Culture of Life in our day!  Amen 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report 

 

Our 40 Days Prayer Vigil outside the Sudbury Regional Hospital in Sudbury has ended. 

525 visits were recorded since day one, amounting to1525 hours of prayer and of witnessing to believe 

in the respect for the Sacredness of Life. All ages were registered. In spite of the very inclement 

weather on June 22nd, 36 people arrived to spend time in prayer with us, many of whom remained to 

the very end of the day at five PM, notwithstanding the continuous rain. May God Bless all who offered 

their support and attended at anytime. May their prayers be realized in the saving of lives. 

Notre vigile « 40 Jours de prière en silence à Sudbury » devant l’hôpital régional de Sudbury est 

terminée. 525 visites ont été notées depuis le début, ce qui représente 1525 heures de prières et 

d’attestation de croire que la vie est sacrée. Des personnes de tout âge ont été inscrites. Malgré le 

temps inclément du 22 juin, 36 personnes sont venues prier, dont plusieurs sont demeurées, jusqu’à la 

fin, sous la pluie incessante. Que Dieu bénisse toutes les personnes qui nous ont appuyés et qui ont 

participé. Que leurs prières soient exaucées par les vies épargnées.             2 

“By abortion, the mother does not learn to love, but kills even her 

own child to solve her problems.  And by abortion, the father is told 

that he does not have to take any responsibility at all for the child he 

has brought into the world ...   

“Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to love 

but to use any violence to get what they want.  This is why the 

greatest destroyer of love and peace is abortion.”    

            Blessed Mother Teresa 

 



Show The Truth Organization! 

Abortion foes line Paris Street 

If you drove down Paris Street in the afternoon or by Sudbury Regional Hospital anytime from 3 to 5 p.m., you might have 

noticed large signs with graphic photographs of aborted fetuses, fetuses at various developmental increments and the 

more than 50 anti-abortion protesters who held them. Gino Donato/The Sudbury Star 

Abortion foes line Paris Street 

By Tony Muma/For The Sudbury Star 

If you drove down Paris Street in Wednesday afternoon or by Sudbury Regional Hospital anytime from 3 to 5 p.m., you 
might have noticed large signs with graphic photographs of aborted fetuses, fetuses at various developmental increments 
and the more than 50 anti-abortion protesters who held them. 

Rosemary Connell, founder of the Show The Truth movement from Lindsay, Ont., is travelling around the province to tell 

what she says is the truth about abortion practices in Canada. 

Connell and her supporters were opposed during their afternoon demonstration by pro-choice protesters. 

At first, Connell said she thought the pro-choice demonstrators were aggressive, but said they eventually stood quietly. 

"There was a girl who got quite worked up," Connell said. 

Despite being on the opposing side of the debate, Connell praised the ir passion. 

"Give me an activist any day over someone who doesn't care about an issue. At least an activist is trying to wrestle with 

the idea and reach the proper conclusions." 

Asked how she gauged the success of the day's demonstrations, Connell said she hoped people had more information 

than they came with. 

"I don't believe we change minds instantly, we just want them to think about it. Some people ask for literature and all we 

ask of them is to base their opinions on the facts," she said. 

"We work with the idea that repeated images help reinforce an idea. If you're driving by, you'll see these abortion images 

many times, each time with more detail." 

Connell said that the repeated images of dismembered and decapitated fetuses are powerful. 

"It has been a great day, good traffic and the young people talked." 

Keith McCormick, whom Connell elected unofficial spokesman, said he and the Show The Truth movement are trying to 

promote "common sense, right thinking." 

McCormick said that the reaction of shock people experience when seeing the pictures he was holding is no different than 

when the first images of concentration camps were seen in the Second World War.               

“They saw bodies stacked like wood and ovens and the images went all over the place. Now, it’s accepted because it was 

the Jewish Holocaust, but abortion is a worldwide human holocaust,” he said. (continued on page 4)                              3                                                                  
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(continued from page 3)  “It’s all because of a woman’s choice. What about the choice of the little one? The mother is 

the vehicle for carrying that baby, given to her by God to bring it to fruition.” 

At that point, an offended motorist threw their cup on the ground at his feet. 

“There hasn’t been a lot of that, someone has flipped me off just once today,” McCormick said. 
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Sudbury Right to Life / 

Respect pour la Vie 

Dinner Speaker/Dîner avec un Orateur 

Alex Schadenberg, London, ON 

President, Euthanasia Prevention Coalition 

Saturday/samedi, October 1/2011 @ the 

Reception Hall of Ste-Anne-des-pins @ 6 p.m. 

By reservation only/par reservation seulement. 

$25/person 

$15/students with student card 

Contact:  Marguerite Groulx 705-524-6384 
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2011 Sudbury Right to Life 

SUDBURY  

LIFE CHAIN 

IMPORTANT!  

LOCATION HAS CHANGED 

NOW AT 

LAURENTIAN HOSPITAL 

SITE ONLY 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 2nd,
 

2:30 TO 3:30 P.M. 

Contacts:  Keith 675-7976 and Mark 525-0566 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.shop2ndchances.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/fb_babies_web.136114418_std.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.shop2ndchances.com/fuzzi_bunz&usg=__xg7VjVk8qRr8sHzujBqMEC-gZC0=&h=308&w=458&sz=76&hl=en&start=6&zoom=1&tbnid=fNTDLoDixMv60M:&tbnh=86&tbnw=128&ei=bSkoTovPJ4zpgQf82rVc&prev=/search?q=pictures+babies&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1W1SUNC_en&biw=1600&bih=773&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1


_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

           MEMBERSHIP FORM 

NAME:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

POSTAL CODE: ___________________     TELEPHONE:  ______________________ 

FEE:   ______________________    DONATION:  _________________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

From Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life) 

“ ... a great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world.  Through special initiatives 

and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every Christian community, 

from every group and association, from every family and from the heart of every believer.  Jesus himself has shown us by 

his own example that prayer and fasting are the first and most effective weapons against the forces of evil (cf. Mk 9:29).  

Let us therefore discover anew the humility and the courage to pray and fast so that power from on high will break down 

the walls of lies and deceit:  the walls which conceal from the sight of so many of our brothers and sisters the evil of 

practices and laws which are hostile to life.  May this same power turn their hearts to resolutions and goals inspired by the 

civilization of life and love.  

“Young pilgrims, Christ needs you to enlighten the world and to show it the “PATH TO LIFE”:  JOHN PAUL II 
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SUDBURY RIGHT TO LIFE / RESPECT POUR LA VIE 

General Meeting 

Wednesday, September 14
th

, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

Ste. Anne-des-pins Church Hall 

Everybody Welcome 

 

http://www.justourpictures.com/roses/bunch-of-red-roses.html


 
Toronto Catholic student trustee invokes bishops to defend ‘giftedness of 

sexual orientation’ by Patrick B. Craine  -  Tue Jun 21 3:17 PM EST  

To register for the Toronto Pro - Life Forum, which will discuss the homosexual equity policy being 

imposed on Ontario’s schools, click here . 

TORONTO, Ontario, June 21, 2011 ( LifeSiteNews.com ) -  At the June 16 Toronto Catholic school board (TDCSB) 

meeting on their controversial ñequityò policy, the boardôs student trustee invoked the authority of Ontarioôs 

bishops to urge the Catholic schools to implement ñanti-homophobiaò classes for elementary and high schools 

that recognize the ñgiftedness of sexual orientationò (see video ). Two other presenters at the meeting similarly 

invoked the bishops in opposition to parentsô demands for more explicit protections for authentic Catholic 

teaching.  

 

In her address, student trustee Natalie Rizzo backed the homosexual ñanti-bullyingò clubs to which many 

parents were objecting. ñOur schools should be able to allow and provide student and/or teacher -generated 

support, again in line with the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario, lending itself to the inclusion of students 

in Catholic schools who are gay, lesbian, bi -sexual or transgendered, by providing safe spaces for students to 

discuss issues surrounding homophobia and the giftedness of sexual orientation,ò she said. 

Under threat of a withdrawal of funding to Catholic schools by the Ontario Liberal government the Assembly of 

Catholic Bishops of Ontario reluctantly approved  the homosexual óanti-bullyingô clubs in April and similarly 

approved an óequityô policy addressing ósexual orientationô last October.  

Passage of the Toronto Catholic school boardôs equity policy is considered a watershed advancement of 

homosexual activism in Ontarioôs education system. The Toronto board is the last and by far the largest Catholic 

board to implement the policy as part of the Ontario governmentôs sweeping ñequity and inclusive education 

strategyò.  

The TDCSB, with over 93,000 students, is also considered to be one the largest school boards in North A merica 

with an annual projected budget for 2011 -2012 of over $1 billion.  

The boardôs equity policy has sparked an unprecedented mobilization of parents who fear that it will give 

homosexual activists a foothold in order to further subvert already weak Cath olic sexual teaching in the schools. 

Last month, parents submitted a petition signed by 2,418 Catholic stakeholders demanding the equity policy be 

rejected or amended . At the Thursday, June 16 meeting an additional petition signed by over 1,000 Chinese 

Catholic parishioners from the Toronto Chinese Catholic Task Force was submitted to the board in favour of the 

amendments to strength en the Catholicity of the equity policy.                     7  

http://www.campaignlifecoalition.com/index.php?p=Hot+News&id=37
http://www.lifesitenews.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ql5QnzfBbKw
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/ontario-bishops-ask-all-catholic-high-schools-to-implement-gay-anti-bullyin/
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive/ldn/2010/oct/10101901
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/school-board-lawyer-bullies-faithful-catholic-trustees-on-equity-policy-sta/
http://www.lifesitenews.com/


Over 150 parents came out to Thursdayôs meeting, where eight amendments designed to protect Catholic 

teaching in the schools were to be considered. Four of those amendments passed and the others have been 

delayed.  

Amendment supporters were hoping that the remaining four amendments would be dealt with at a special board 

meeting scheduled for Thursday at 6:30 p.m. since the next meeting will not take place until August. However, 

a board staff  person advised LifeSiteNews that the amendments would in fact not be discussed on Thursday and 

will be brought up as originally scheduled at the August meeting of trustees.  

At last Thursdayôs meeting, proponents of the policy opposed any attempts to amend it by invoking the fact that 

the policy had already been approved by the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario.  

Kelly Anne Belton from Cardinal Carter Academy  for the Arts an d the lone parent to speak in favour of the 

policy, claimed that passing the amendments, which in fact merely commit the board to uphold the Churchôs 

teachings, would turn the boardôs policies into a ñbully.ò ñBowing to requests to narrow the scope of such a 

protective policy to serve the needs of one sector of the parent population over serving what is in the best 

interests of the students first, is completely outside the scope of your mandate,ò she told the trustees.  

She said she was ñconfusedò by the calls for the policy to better reflect the teachings of the Magisterium of the 

Catholic Church. ñWhy is it appropriate for us to question the teachings of our bishops, who are our 

representatives of the Magisterium in Ontario?ò she asked. ñThe policy was written in consultation with the 

Ontario conference of bishops -  that is the Magisterium. It is impertinent for us to question the decisions that 

they have made.ò (See video  of Beltonôs presentation) 

Similarly, board superintendent Patrick Keyes said, ñOne of the important things to understand about the 

template that we used is it was endorsed by the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario, which might be 

considered our magisterium, our local magisteri um, so we are concerned anytime we make a change.ò 

Critics however have noted that in addition to the fact that the Ontario bishops were acting under duress, their 

documents conflict with Vatican statements calling blanket non -discrimination policies based  on ósexual 

orientation ô flawed, and specifically noting that groups for homosexuals persons must always clearly state  that 

ñhomosexual activity is immoralò.  

Parents have expressed concern that even in Catholic scho ols their children, by being faithful to Catholic 

teachings in the area of homosexuality by themselves, face bullying and intimidation by other students and 

school staff.  

In her address to the board, Natalie Rizzo, the student trustee, called for school h andbooks to include a 

definition of ñhomophobiaò and the process of consequences for students who ñperpetuate homophobia.ò She 

also said students ñfeel stronglyò that the board allows the approved clubs for homosexual students to be 

named ñgay-straight all iancesò or whatever students prefer. 

See Natalie Rizzoôs full report from the Catholic Student Leadership Impact Team here . The Anti -Homophobia 

Education recommendations under the heading ñInclusion and Belongingò begin on page 7 of the student 

trustee report (or page 41 of the entire meeting agenda).  

To register for the Toronto Pro -Life Forum, which will discuss the homose xual equity policy being imposed on 

Ontarioôs schools, click here . Copyright © 2010 LifeSiteNews.com, Inc. All rights reserved.  

                                                                              8  
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SUDBURY RIGHT TO LIFE 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

   

       

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE 

   COME ONE, COME ALL 

 Contact:  Thérèse St. Denis, Convenor, 705-566-0707              9 

CHRIST THE KING 

CHURCH 

PARISH HALL 

SAT. NOVEMBER 5, 

2011 

12 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

http://free-extras.com/images/club_sandwiches-886.htm
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.innovativelyorganized.com/sites/default/files/images/gift-wrap-center.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.innovativelyorganized.com/blog/2008/12/09/tip-of-the-week-organize-your-gift-wrap&usg=__PK0atKPD8kxTFNBCv3CvKHfrTJE=&h=382&w=428&sz=59&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&tbnid=onYVMyVgUJXDsM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=126&ei=4HQoTt3CBdTAgQecscxc&prev=/search?q=gift+wrap&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1W1SUNC_en&biw=1600&bih=773&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1


ABORTION AND SEL-DECEPTION – by Dr. Donald DeMarco       

The Toronto Star ran a feature, “A Young Abortion Doctor’s Dilemma” (November 21, 2010) that focused on a personal 

problem of a somewhat unusual nature.  The pseudonymous Dr. Evan James has been married to another man for two 

years.  The couple has begun the adoption process.  They “desperately” want a chi9ld.  But how could James explain to 

his prospective adopted child what he does for a living:  After all, his son or daughter would have been born only because 

his mother chose not to abort.  Moreover, every abortion removes another baby from the adoption pool.  Is there 

something inconsistent, perhaps even hypocritical, about doing away with adoptable babies, on the other hand, and 

wanting one for yourself?  Hence, the dilemma.   

How does the young doctor resolve this formidable dilemma?  He resolves it in his own mind on the basis of not being 

“pro-abortion” but of being “pro-choice”.  Therefore, he can have, as he says, “one foot in an abortion clinic and the other 

in an adoption agency”.  He adds:  “I don’t think I’ll ever have trouble being honest with my children about telling them 

what I do.  To me, it will allow me to say to my child:  your mother had a choice, and she decided that you should be here 

and wanted somebody to care for you.”  Of course, he may never know the whole truth.  His adopted child’s mother might 

have been dissuaded from aborting by pro-life people.  This would be an indebtedness to “anti-choice” people that he 

would be reluctant to make.   

Unfortunately, the doctor has not resolved his dilemma, but created a deeper one.  If every child is abortable, and his only 

hope for continued life hangs on the slender thread of his mother’s will, it is only because he possesses no value in 

himself, and consequently no right to go on living.  In thus evacuating value for the unborn, the doctor creates a new 

dilemma:  how can one love a child if that child has neither value nor rights?  Does the will create a child’s lovableness?  

Is the child a mere cipher and its only hope of surviving depends on another’s ego-gratification?  One cannot love the 

vacuous.  In fact, love is a response to the inherent value of the other.  It is not a power play.  But will the young doctor, in 

the interest of being “honest.” Say to his future child:  “When you were an unborn child, I did not care one way or the other 

whether you lived or died, because I am pro-choice.  Nevertheless, and for whatever reason, your mother did not abort 

you and here you are.”  The child has every good reason to worry about his adoptive father changing his choice again.  

Choice without commitment is caprice. 

Self-deception replicates itself in many directions.  How good is abortion for women?  Well, as the Star feature states, it 

gives women “ultimate control over their bodies”.  Apart from the radical mind-body dualism that this notion represents, 

this is, of course, a monumental fiction.  There is no bulwark in this life against disease, disability  and death.  The best 

control anyone can have is the self-control that allows him to choose what is good.  And this is not achieved simply by 

accepting abortion.  Access to abortion does not open the world to a Utopia on earth. 

How does a woman justify her abortion?  Dr. James explains that it is by being “maternal,” that is, by “deciding for that 

child it (abortion) is the best option,” and by “preventing suffering”.  This is a strange notion of the “maternal,” surely one 

that wise Solomon would not accept.  Is it not the essence of the maternal to want the child to live?  James appears to 

confuse the maternal with the attitude of a tribunal. 

The prevention of suffering may appear to be a noble aim, but it is completely unrealistic.  Abortion, as many women who 

have undergone the procedure freely attest, brings about a great deal of suffering in its wake.  Moreover, suffering is an 

inseparable part of life.  In fact, life in its most resplendent form is, as Edna St. Vincent Millay has stated so eloquently, 

“the tranquil blossom on the tortured stem”.  The only way to prevent suffering is to prevent life.  To abort in order to 

prevent suffering casts a dark shadow on any reason not to abort, since no life is exempt from suffering.  Abortion not only 

strikes against life, it also strikes against hope. 

The Star’s lengthy article has value, if for not other reason, than as an excellent example of verbal dishonesty.  There is 

the hyperbole about how abortion is “maternal” and how it prevents suffering and how it is “caring” and “good medicine”.  

Abortionists are “providers” when what they actually do is not provide but take away.  Then there is the truncation.  Being 

pro-choice is identified in such a way that it is emptied of any notion of love, goodness, enlightenment or consequence.  

Being “honest” has nothing to do with truth. 

Megan Ogilvie, the health reporter who organized the Toronto Star exposé, included a number of abortionists who are all, 

not surprisingly, of the same mindset.  None of her choices extended to anyone who had a pro-life posture.                     10 



Yet, how pro-choice can a person be who prevents an unborn child from ever making a choice?  Abortion is a choice that 

prevent choice. 

In addition, everyone cited in the article is madly in love with “compassion,” though none of them knows exactly what it 

means.  Compassion is feeling another’s pain.  Its meaning does not include any justification for killing.  Naturally, one 

cannot feel another’s pain if that other is no longer alive.  The virtue of compassion, rooted in love, means the willingness 

to continue to suffer with another because companionship, mitigates suffering and brings hope.  Compassion as a virtue 

(and not as an excuse to kill) is always on the side of life.  But this proper meaning of compassion is not one that is an 

object of choice for abortionists.  They choose within the narrow spectrum of a pro-abortion ideology.  In other words, their 

choice is pre-determined for them. 

It is a most lamentable feature of the modern world that the Major Media use words not to illuminate truth, but to serve 

their own ends.  The important work, especially with regard to abortion, remains undone.  But the Star and other such 

outlets will not have the final word.  In the meantime, we can remember the unborn, carry their torch, and let it shine 

before the eyes of the world.  Let it serve to transform deception into determination, making courage more appealing than 

comfort, and life more commendable than death.   

         

 

Dr. D. Demarco is Prof. Emeritus:  St. Jerome”s Univ., Adjunct Prof.:  Holy Apostles College & 

Seminary:  Mater Ecclesia College 

 THE FEDERAL ELECTION      

When the votes were counted, the Conservatives held, amazingly, 167 seats (from 143 seats in 2008)... 

That was one crazy election!  It started out so decorously with the three major parties lined up according to 

established ritual, in an orderly manner.  Conservatives vs. The Liberals, and then, of course, that third party, 

the NDP, was given its token acknowledgement. 

The mainstream media (MSM) actually believed this scenario.  The breathlessly reported that there would be 

an invigorated Liberal leader Ignatieff.  Alas, during the course of the election, that hoped-for prince began to 

turn into a political frog, falling to third place in popular support.  Yet, a new, political prince began to emerge - 

namely, Jack Layton of the NDP.  Support for him rose higher – especially in Quebec.  The MSM soberly 

reported that the NDP was becoming a threat to a Conservative majority.  

The political scene then erupted into something akin to Alice in Wonderland’s Mad Hatter Tea Party.  The 

Conservatives called on the Liberal supporters to vote for them, to avoid the trauma of the NDP forming the 

government.  The Bloc in Quebec called out in anguish that the NDP was only “fool’s gold”, and the Liberals 

serenely insisted that all was well for them in their traditional role a the natural governing party.                 

     11 
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When the votes were counted, the Conservatives held, amazingly, 167 seats (from 143 seats in 2008), the 

NDP 102 seats (from 36 seats), the Liberals 34 seats (down from 77 seats) and the Bloc 4 seats (down from 

49 seats)   

Mr. Layton’s success in Quebec was due to his becoming a seductive prince charming to the population, 

promising them dreams, such fantasies as extending French language rights to all workers in Quebec under 

federal jurisdiction and, heaven forbid, reopening those grim constitutional debates.  Everything Quebec 

desired was promised, both financially and constitutionally.  Mr. Layton would be Quebec’s sugar daddy for an 

exciting future.  Perhaps too, Quebec was tired of the smug Gilles Duceppe and the Bloc who assumed they 

were the only authentic choice of Quebec. 

In the rest of Canada, the split on the left between the Liberals and the NDP allowed the Conservatives to 

come up the middle, leading to their comfortable majority. 

English Debate  

The turning point of this election occurred during the English debate.  The three opposition leaders behaved 

like adolescents throwing mud at the only man in the room, Mr. Harper.  With his experience and calm 

demeanour, he deftly threw off their charges.  Perhaps, too, it was NDP leader Jack Layton who really 

changed the direction of the election when he reported that Mr. Ignatieff had missed 70% of the votes in the 

House of Commons.  Mr. Ignatieff, who had been talking incessantly about Mr. Harper’s arrogant behaviour, 

was suddenly the Emperor with no clothes.  He never recovered. 

Canadians were just sick and tired of the constant bickering in Parliament over arcane procedural points and 

the alleged ethical infractions by the Conservatives.  These were matters that did not resonate with voters, who 

were more concerned about practical matters, such as the economy, jobs and health care. 

Another factor was that Canadians wanted a calm, experienced hand to steer them through future troubled 

wasters.  Consequently, they voted for Mr. Harper in the 2011 federal election and gave him his long sought 

majority. 

THE AFTERMATH OF THE FEDERAL ELECTION 

Now that the dust has settled, and the Conservatives have a majority of seats in the House of Commons for 

the next four or five years, there will be some changes ahead. 

Legislative Changes 

Mr. Harper will be able to have his long sought crime bills passed.  They have been blocked in the past several 

Parliaments by the opposition.  Mr. Harper plans to place eleven different crime bills into one omnibus bill.  It 

will include such issues as protection of children from predators, minimum sentences for serious crimes 

(preventing lenient liberal judges from passing sentences that amount to no more than a slap on the wrist); 

prohibiting house arrest for serious crimes, and preventing pre-trial imprisonment reducing time in jails.  He will 

also introduce legislation to cut off taxpayers’ money being used to pay the election expenses of the political 

parties ($2 per vote).  Henceforth, the parties will have to get donations from their party supporters.  Senate 

reform will include reducing senators’ term of office to eight years from the current retirement at 75 years of 

age, and legislating provincial senate elections.  The latter is deeply opposed by the provincial premiers, who 

want to be the sole spokespersons for their respective provinces.  They do not want an independent and 

possibly contradictory provincial voice heard in the senate. 

The long gun registry will also disappear. 

12 



A Calmer House of Commons 

The House of Commons should be somewhat calmer as the number of opposition “gotcha” moments will be 

reduced.  Bizarre private members bills, such as an environmental bill and the controversial transgendered bill, 

which were allowed to escape into the Senate by the combined support of the opposition parties, will now be 

stopped at the 2nd reading in the House of Commons.  These bills landed with a thud on the Senate floor, 

where they were kicked under the table by Senate Majority Leader Marjorie LeBreton, thereby delaying their 

debate.  However, she couldn’t keep this up indefinitely.  It’s better for these private members bills to be 

stopped in the House of Commons. 

Seismic Changes in the Political Parties 

The most crucial changes will occur within the political parties, themselves.  Although, no one can predict the 

future with accuracy, it is, nonetheless, understood that the following will occur within the political parties in the 

next few years. 

 

1. The Conservative Party 

It is possible that Mr. Harper will resign before the Conservative mandate expires in 2015 – 16.  

He will wait until the economy is well on its way to recovery, and the debt more or less under control.  

He would have also achieved his twin goals of plunging a stake into the heart of the separatist 

movement in Quebec, and breaking the Liberal brand that had dominated Canada during the 20 th 

century. 

 Mr. Harper, the quintessential Canadian, unpretentious and unassuming, will probably, 

gratefully retire into private life with his family, and a quiet executive job, probably with a Calgary 

company, leaving his past to historians. 

 At his retirement, however, there will be a possible struggle for the soul of the Conservative 

party.  It will likely be between fiscal conservative, former MP and Environment Minister Jim Prentice 

and social conservative Jason Kenney.  Mr. Prentice retired last year to Toronto’s Bay Street to acquire 

financial credibility, and obtain support from Canada’s leading corporate heads to strengthen his 

position in a future leadership race. 

Splitting the vote on the left can no longer continue.  Such an undertaking will be complicated and difficult, 

fraught with egos and policy accommodations.  However, it must be done.  But because Jack Layton and the 

NDP are now triumphant, he will have a lot of influence in how this merger occurs. 

2. The Liberal Party 

Defeated Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff has resigned as leader of the party.  It may be that he 

called this election, in part, to provide himself with a graceful exit from politics by being defeated in the 

election. 

 He was initially asked to become the Liberal leader on the expectation that he would be another 

supposedly charismatic, brilliant, erudite Trudeau to lead Canadians into the future.  There was one 

flaw with this scenario.  Mr. Ignatieff had no talent for the job.  He had neither a political nor a people 

instinct.  Despite his best efforts, he cam across as effete, disdainful, and elitist.  Canadians can spot a 

phony when they see one. 

 The likeliest Liberal to take over the party is MP Bob Rae (who always thought that, due to his 

previous experience as an NDP MP and Ontario provincial premier, he should have been the party 

leader instead of Mr. Ignatieff).  Mr. Rae has explained away his disastrous time as NDP premier by 

contending that he learned from his mistakes.  One wonders, however, whether his enthusiasm to 

implement socialist principles overrides his political judgment.  For example, it was Bob Rae’s            13 



motion in the House of Commons, to include abortion in the   G-8 maternal health care policy, that went 

down to embarrassing defeat.  A more politically careful MP would not have pushed such a 

controversial motion, especially without complete caucus support. 

 Mr. Rae is probably too old and weary to lead his party in the 2015 election.  However, before 

he retires, he has one crucial responsibility to carry out:  to bring about the merger of the Liberal and 

NDP parties.  Splitting the vote on the left can no longer continue.  Such an undertaking will be 

complicated and difficult, fraught with egos and policy accommodations.  However, it must be done.  

But because Jack Layton and the NDP are now triumphant, he will have a lot of influence in how this 

merger occurs. 

 The new party could reasonably be called, the Liberal Democratic Party of Canada. 

 Who will lead it?  It is uncertain at this early time.  It might possibly be New Brunswick Acadian 

Dominic LeBlanc, who seems well grounded and politically astute.  It won’t be Justin Trudeau.  He has 

to first discover who and what he is.  Perhaps, his health permitting, Mr. Layton will stick around to fill 

this role. 

 For the time being, thank goodness, we can expect a few years of relative stability and political 

peace in Canada. 
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The three students that won $200 each for 

the bursary from Sudbury Right to Life 

are:   

1. Sabrina Turner – Ecole secondaire      

catholique Champlain 

2. Lauren Toffoli – St. Benedict Catholic 

Secondary School 

3. Julia Martellocci – St. Benedict 

Catholic Secondary School   
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